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THE DELPHIC IDEA

Angelos Sikelianos (1884-1951), poet, author and playwright, was one of the most 

emblematic figures in the intellectual life of our country during the first half of 

the 20th century. His work enriched Greek letters, while his contribution to the 

formation of the general spiritual ambience of the times was indeed decisive, and its 

reverberation resonates until today.

Ancient Greek intellectual legacy was of great interest to Sikelianos and contributed to 
the inception of the idea to create in Delphi a global intellectual nucleus, which would 
creatively utilise the antitheses of the peoples; the ‘Delphic Idea’.

With the assistance and financial support of his American wife Eva Palmer, he paved 
the way by giving a host of lectures and publishing studies and articles on the subject 
and, in 1927, full of excitement, they organised the First Delphic Festival, which included 
among other things a performance of “Prometheus Bound” by Aeschylus.

In 1930, they attempted to continue their endeavour with the Second Delphic Festival, 
which recreated “The Suppliants” by Aeschylus. The “Delphic Idea”, in addition to 
ancient drama performances, also included the “Delphic Union”, a global association 
for the solidarity of all peoples, as well as the “Delphic University”, which aimed at 
reconstituting in a single myth the traditions of all peoples.

For these initiatives of his, the Academy of Athens awarded him in 1929 a silver medal 
for his valiant effort to revive the Delphic Games. From this ambitious original plan, the 
only thing that finally came to fruition was the two Delphic Festivals. 

Looking back at the work and contribution of Angelos Sikelianos in the area of 
Delphi (Delphic Idea, Delphic Festivals) and considering that he is owed not just a 
tribute, but predominantly the perpetuation of his great spiritual legacy and, why 
not, the re-approach of his ideas in the 21st century, an attempt is being made to 
create a nexus of cultural events. In this context, for 2021, the Angelos Sikelianos 
International Poetry Festival in Delphi is included, as well as other cultural events, 
while this founding effort will be dedicated to his ideas and work, aspiring to render 
the entire project a permanent institution, which will promote the modern Delphic 
Idea in the form of the “Delphi Cultural Heritage Days” and will be a meeting point for 
intellectuals from all over the world.
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AIMS OF THE DELPHIC CULTURAL 
HERITAGE DAYS

The Delphic Cultural Heritage Days aspire to become an International Intellectual 

Forum, where people of the Letters and the Arts will gather each year to talk, 

exchange ideas, explore and propose solutions to shared problems, as well as 

demonstrate their achievements in the field of thought, arts and culture in general.

The Days aspire to be a living workshop for the 
fermentation and osmosis of global ideas, where the 
local community of the wider region will have a suitable 
place and an appropriate role.

The Days invest in the value of experiential and lifelong 
learning, through a non-formal educational process, 
utilising the accumulated and -largely- latent cultural 
stock of local communities.

The Days aim to become a tribune for young thinkers, 
creators and artists who renew and enrich with their 
ideas and works the current global intellectual and 
artistic affairs.

The Days aim to establish themselves as an open and 
hospitable hive of a humanistic international spirit of 
altruism, cooperation and co-creation.

The Days, utilising the supra-local possibilities offered by 
modern technology, also seek to upgrade local cultural 
infrastructures, which will facilitate the implementation 
of local actions by various other bodies.

The Days aspire to make Delphi an attractive place 
for the short- or long-term stay of artists, who will be 
inspired by the historical past and will create the modern 
versions of Delphic intellectual heritage.

The Days, through their website, have prioritised their 
emergence as a World Digital Museum of Discourse 
and Art, where the generated discourse, as well as the 
one currently produced and the one to be produced 
in the future (in all its forms), will be selected and 
classified so as to be offered free of charge to any and all 
interested parties the world over.

The Days seek, through their annual digital actions and 
on-site events, to enrich and also strengthen the tourist 
profile of both the municipalities participating in the 
programme, and that of the wider region.



5

“ANGELOS SIKELIANOS” 
INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL

Its general motto is the word Revival and it attempts to revisit Sikelianos’ offer, there 

in Delphi, where he and his ideas contended with one another and both withstood the 

test of time.

The “Angelos Sikelianos” International Festival has an international 
character and is addressed to poets and artists all over the world, who 
test and are tested by the limits of their language and their art; who 
creatively insist in a dramatically changing world, where human values 
recede under the weight of an escalating violence between people, 
states, cultures, religions.

This first endeavour -with a focus on poetry- seeks a combination of 
modern speech, as expressed through philosophy, theatre, literature, 
oratory, fairy tales, and interacts creatively with all art forms: sculpture, 
dance, music, painting and theatre, employing new technologies to 
make Delphi a point of global reference, a quality that comes from 
antiquity.

Capitalising on the internet, the new digital media but also the existing 
infrastructures of the area, demonstrates, in the most eloquent way, 
the value of those efforts made by Eva and Angelos Sikelianos, about 
a hundred years ago, in their struggle to make global Discourse and 
the art of the peoples flourish again among the brilliant ruins of a 
glorious ecumenical Greek past. A utopia that to this day remains utterly 
seductive, inviting and challenging the new generation of artists and 
intellectuals to contend with the current issues that plague Humanity, 
holding its own spiritual Festivals, which will illuminate the ominous 
times with the Delphic Light.
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STRUCTURE OF THE DELPHIC CULTURAL 
HERITAGE DAYS

The following is the schedule of the Delphi Cultural Heritage Days 2021, which re-

volves around Angelos Sikelianos and takes place from June 11 to July 11, 2021 in 

six areas: Delphi, Sykia, Lefkada, Salamis Island, Aegina and Athens.

The events are dedicated to Angelos Sikelianos and his work, while also approaching the decisive role of Eva Palmer 
in their common vision for the Delphic Festivals, as well as her contribution to their realisation.

The parallel activities include workshops with the participation of local cultural institutions and associations.

EVENT VENUES
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STRUCTURE OF THE DELPHIC CULTURAL 
HERITAGE DAYS

Depending on the needs of individual activities, other open-air spaces may be utilised.

EVENT VENUES

REGION OF CENTRAL GREECE
Delphi, 11-13 June 2021

- Phrynichus Open Theatre

- Premises of the European Cultural Centre of Delphi

- Exterior Yard of the Eva and Angelos Sikelianos 

Museum of Delphic Festivals

- Open-air Theatre outside the aforementioned Museum

- Roman Agora

- Castalian Spring

- Athena Pronaia (Tholos of Delphi)

- Façade of the “Apollo” Hotel (the oldest surviving hotel 

in Delphi)

- Delphi Annex of the School of Fine Arts

REGION OF THE 
PELOPONNESE
Sykia & Xylokastro, 17-19 June 2021
- Angelos Sikelianos Villa
- “Vassilis Georgiadis” Open Theatre
- Special Elementary School of Sykia-Xylokastro (exterior 

yard area)

REGION OF THE IONIAN 
ISLANDS
Lefkada, 25-27 June 2021
- Angelos Sikelianos Museum – Garden Theatre

REGION OF ATTICA
Salamis Island, 2-4 July 2021
- Euripides Theatre, Salamis Island
- Angelos Sikelianos Residence (Faneromeni Monastery)
- Selinia Stone Little Theatre

Aegina, 9-10 July 2021
- Archaeological Museum of Aegina
- Tower of Marcellos

Athens, 11 July 2021
Peristyle of the Zappeion
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DELPHI

11-13 JUNE 2021

Friday 11 June 2021

THEATRE
Eva and Angelos Sikelianos Museum of Delphic Festivals
Theatrical monologue: “Upward Panic” by Eva Palmer, 
with Eurycleia Sofroniadou

THEATRE
Eva and Angelos Sikelianos Museum of Delphic Festivals
Theatrical monologue: “Glaucus” by Manos Lambrakis, 
with Roula Pateraki (première)

MUSIC
Phrynichus Theatre
Nikos Xanthoulis presents a music composition, 
especially written for Angelos and Eva Sikelianou 
(première)

THEATRE
Phrynichus Theatre
Theatrical performance: “Euripidis Mainomenos” 
[Euripides Furens] by Christoforos Christofis

Saturday 12 June 2021
European Cultural Centre of Delphi

DISCOURSE
Academia and scholarly day-event on Angelos Sikelianos

DISCOURSE
SCENARIO DEVELOPMENT AND WRITING SEMINAR
Seminar on the development of a short scenario on Eva 
Palmer, Angelos Sikelianos and the Delphic Festivals.

MUSIC
Phrynichus Theatre
“March of the Spirit” by Angelos Sikelianos, set to music 
by Mikis Theodorakis
Performed by: Maria Farantouri and four male soloists
Symphony Orchestra and Choir of the ERT

Sunday 13 June 2021

VISUAL ARTS
Archaeological Site of Delphi: Roman Agora or Museum 
of Delphic Festivals
Penelope’s Web team approaches visually Eva and 
Angelos Sikelianos and their life together in Delphi

DISCOURSE
European Cultural Centre of Delphi
ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION
Topic: Art and Culture in times of crisis

MUSIC
Eva and Angelos Sikelianos Museum of Delphic Festivals
Concert in collaboration with the Eleni Internou 
- “Amphissa Conservatoire” and “Alkiviadis 
Konstantopoulos” Conservatoire

Friday 11 - Sunday 13 June 2021

Open-air activity in the Delphic 
landscape

AUDIOVISUALS
“Seeking Angelos Sikelianos under the Light of 
Delphi”, photographic activity in collaboration with the 
Photography Center of Thessaloniki. The resulting 
material will be digitally enhanced and posted on the 
Delphic Cultural Heritage Days website.
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SYKIA

17-19 JUNE 2021

Thursday 17 June 2021
Angelos Sikelianos Villa

DISCOURSE
“Angelos Sikelianos in Sykia Korinthias”
Presentations:
• Christos Chomenidis, author: “The Phoenix”
• Marietta Minotou, Lecturer: Unpublished family 

archives on Angelos Sikelianos - Recitation of the poem 
“The divine infant”

• Nelli Lavda, philologist: “The place, the time, the 
stories” - Recitation of the poem “Thalero”

DISCOURSE - MUSIC
“Kai rodo mesa mou poly”
Tribute to the poetry of Dionysios Solomos and Angelos 
Sikelianos - Two Ionian Poets, Two Centuries of 
Hellenism
• Poetry, reflections, letters along with compositions by 

Pavlos Carrer, Nikolaos Mantzaros, Theodoros Spathis 
and George Kouroupos compose a portrait of Dionysios 
Solomos.

• From the Shadow of Homer, Lambros, the Free 
Besieged to the Cretan and his satirical poems, 
Solomos emerges with the power and tenderness of 
his admirable poetic language.

• The poetic discourse of Angelos Sikelianos with his 
inherent musical power converses with that of the 
national poet set to music.

Singer: Artemis Bogri
Piano: Dimitris Giakas
Recitation: Ioulita Iliopoulou

Friday 18 June 2021
Vassilis Georgiadis Open Theatre 
(Xylokastro)

DISCOURSE
“Xylokastro, Pefkias, Sykia - The anchorage of poets” - 
Discussion with authors and writers
Moderated by Sotiris Kokkonakis, Vice-President, 
Corinthian Authors Society

MUSIC
“Praise to Greece” concert
Music performance prepared by composer Panagiotis 
Theodosiou on the occasion of the celebration of the 200 
years of the Greek nation, with references to the music of 
Greece from ancient times until today

Saturday 19 June 2021
Special Elementary School of Sykia-
Xylokastro

EVENT & MUSIC
“Tribute to Eva Palmer”
• Event: Weaving workshop
• Recital of the Fondation Kaloy “... music memories from 

the Greece we loved!”
Katia Paschou - Konstantinos Riskas - Stefanos 

Chatzianagnostou - Dimitris Mavros

Co-organised with the Municipality of Xylokastro-
Evrostini and the “Angelos Sikelianos” Progressive 
Association of Sykia
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LEFKADA

25-27 JUNE 2021

Friday 25 June 2021
Angelos Sikelianos Museum – Garden 
Theatre

THEATRE
“The Dithyramb of the Rose”. Local youths stage the 
first tragedy by Angelos Sikelianos, in the aftermath of a 
theatrical education workshop.

Saturday 26 June 2021
Angelos Sikelianos Museum - Garden 
Theatre

DISCOURSE
Readings of poems by Angelos Sikelianos (by citizens of 
Lefkada)

DISCOURSE - MUSIC
“Kai rodo mesa mou poly”
Tribute to the poetry of Dionysios Solomos and Angelos 
Sikelianos - Two Ionian Poets, Two Centuries of 
Hellenism
• Poetry, reflections, letters along with compositions by 

Pavlos Carrer, Nikolaos Mantzaros, Theodoros Spathis 
and George Kouroupos compose a portrait of Dionysios 
Solomos.

• From the Shadow of Homer, Lambros, the Free 
Besieged to the Cretan and his satirical poems, 
Solomos emerges with the power and tenderness of 
his admirable poetic language.

• The poetic discourse of Angelos Sikelianos with his 
inherent musical power converses with that of the 
national poet set to music.

Singer: Artemis Bogri
Piano: Dimitris Giakas
Recitation: Ioulita Iliopoulou

Sunday 27 June 2021
Angelos Sikelianos Museum - Garden 
Theatre

THEATRE
Theatrical performance by Giannis Falkonis “Sikelianos, 
the Angel(os) of poetry” (presentation of the life of 
Sikelianos from his birth to his death)

Friday 25 
- Sunday 27 June 2021
Angelos Sikelianos Museum

MUSIC
Sound landscapes based on the work of Angelos 
Sikelianos 
Laboratory of Acoustic Music and Technology, 
Department of Music Studies, NKUA
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SALAMIS ISLAND

2-4 JULY 2021

AEGINA

9-10 JULY 2021

2-4 JULY 2021
Angelos Sikelianos Residence 
(Faneromeni Monastery)

DISCOURSE
“The life of Angelos Sikelianos”
Experiential narration on Angelos Sikelianos life and 
work

DANCE
Lykeion ton Hellenidon (Lyceum Club of Greek Women)/
Salamina

Saturday 3 July 2021
Angelos Sikelianos Residence 
(Faneromeni Monastery)

THEATRE
Theatrical performance: “Another Icarus” with Ioannis 
Melissanidis, approaching the work of Angelos 
Sikelianos, based on an idea directed by Elpida 
Skoufalou, with original music and improvisations by the 
Avaton troupe and Socrates Sinopoulos

Sunday 4 July 2021
Selinia Stone Little Theatre

THEATRE
Theatrical performance: “Euripidis Mainomenos” 
[Euripides Furens] by Christoforos Christofis

AUDIOVISUALS
Night observation of celestial bodies with the local 
Salamis Island branch of the Astronomy and Space 
Society

Friday 9 July 2021
Archaeological Museum of Aegina

DISCOURSE - THEATRE - VISUAL ARTS
Actress Danae Papoutsi and the visual arts group 
Penelope’s Web approach the work of Angelos 
Sikelianos visually and dramatically.

THEATRE
“Telos ki archi i mnimi edo den echi” [Here, memory has 
neither end nor beginning]

Using the phrase of Sikelianos as a vehicle, actors Danae 
Papoutsi and Michalis Panadis attempt to illuminate, 
through their narration, the lesser known aspects of 
the poet, bringing back his idea of a global intellectual 
core, capable of bringing together the antitheses of the 
peoples, in the darkest historical conjuncture of the 
modern west.

Saturday 10 July 2021
Tower  of Marcellos

DISCOURSE
Readings of poems by Angelos Sikelianos

THEATRE
Theatrical lectern: “Sibylla” by Angelos Sikelianos with 
Nadia Mourouzi
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ATHENS

11 JULY 2021

Sunday 11 July 2021
Peristyle of the Zappeion

DISCOURSE
Modern poets read their own works

MUSIC
“March of the Spirit” by Angelos Sikelianos, set to music by Mikis Theodorakis.
Performed by Maria Farantouri and four male soloists.
Symphony Orchestra and Choir of the ERT
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HONORARY COMMITTEE

ORGANISING COMMITTEE

Helene Glykatzi-Ahrweiler, academic, President of the 
European Cultural Centre of Delphi

Dimitris Dimitriadis, playwright, translator

Rodi Kratsa, Governor of Ionian Islands Region

Panos Loukakos, journalist

Panagiotis Nikas, Governor of Peloponnese Region

Fotis Papathanasiou, General Manager at B. & M. 
Theocharakis Foundation for the Fine Arts & Music

George Patoulis, Governor of Attica Region

Eleni Sikelianos, poet and writer, academic at the Brown 
University, U.S.A.

Fanis Spanos, Governor of Central Greece Region

PRESIDENT
Vassilis Boutos, 
writer - scriptwriter 

MEMBERS
Iossif Ventura, poet, Hellenic Authors Society Vice-Pres-
ident 

Alexandros Gkikas, City & Region Planning Director

Maria Caracausi, Professor of Greek Language and 
Literature at the University of Palermo (Italy)

Panagiotis Douros, University of West Attica 

Maria Zafiropoulou, Data RC

Nelly Lavdas, philologist

Lina Nikolopoulou, Managing Director, Mindview Strate-
gy & Research

Dasy Papathanasopoulou, social scientist, City & Region 
Planning Scientific Consultant

Geert Vermeir, poet (Belgium)
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MINISTRIES

Greek Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs (tbc)
Greek Ministry of Culture and Sports (tbc)
Greek Ministry of Tourism

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Attica Region 
Ionian Islands Region
Peloponnese Region – Corinth Regional Unit
Central Greece Region – Phocis Regional Unit

OTHER PARTNERS

Hellenic Authors Society 
Photography Center of Thessaloniki

IMPLEMENTATION

The implementation and the organisation of the Delphic 
Cultural Heritage Days 2021 is undertaken by: 

- European Center of Animation & Arts, 
 Non-Profit Civil Partnership
- City & Region Planning, 
 Local Government Consulting Company 
- Mindview Strategy & Research, 
 Business and Research

PARTNERS
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